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NOTES AND LITERATURE 

ZOOLOGY. 

"American Food and Game Fishes" 1 is the title of an admirable 
volume of about 600 pages, written by Dr. D. S. Jordan, President of 
Leland Stanford University and Dr. B. W. Evermann, Ichthyologist 
of the U. S. Fish Commission. 

This book is the only attempt yet made to give an account of all 
the species of American fishes north of Panama used by man as 
food or sought by anglers for the sport which their capture affords. 
About 1000 species of fish are described, nearly half of which are 
illustrated by colored plates, half-tones and text figures. The text 
figures are excellent reproductions from drawings which were origin- 
ally used to illustrate the species in more technical papers, and are 
as exact as it is possible to make them. The same is true of the 
colored plates. The half-tones, of which there are more than 100, 
are made from photographs of live fish in the water. They were 
made expressly for this work at Key West, Lake Maxinkuckee, and 
the Pan American Exposition at Buffalo. The artistic skill displayed 
in making these photographs has certainly not been excelled in the 
line of animal photography. The half-tone reproduction of these 
photographs is seldom equalled. 

The fact that the book is written by two of our most active stu- 
dents of American fishes is a guarantee of its excellence. The 
important feature of the entire book is its accuracy. The descrip- 
tions of the different species, their life histories and geographic 
range are correctly as well as interestingly given. 

It is the only book that gives the commercial fisherman accurate 
and detailed information about all American fishes which find their 
way into our markets. As a literary and scientific production one 
cannot praise this book too highly. It is certainly the work of 
masters. Zoologists will no doubt regret that room was not found 

1 Jordan, D. S. and Evermann, B. W. American Food and Game Fishes. A 
Popular Account of all the Species found in America North of the Equator, 
with Keys for ready Identification, Life Histories, and Methods of Capture. 
New York, Doubleday, Page & Co., 1902. 8vo, 1 -f 573 pp., plates and text 
figures. 
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in the book for an account of the gar pike and the dogfish or Amia 
because of their special interest in these fishes. They are, however, 
neither food nor game fishes, and are so well known in special works 
in zoology that ready reference to them can easily be had elsewhere. 

While this work will not fail to interest the general reader, it will 
be most highly appreciated by those who really wish to know fishes. 
To the students of natural history in our high schools and colleges 
the book will be especially useful, as it is a strictly up-to-date syste- 
matic treatise and contains a vast amount of accurate natural history 
information. By means of keys, descriptions and the illustrations 
any student of ordinary intelligence can easily identify all of our 
food and game fishes which he may have. 

To the angler it is indispensable, for it tells him where the different 
game fishes are to be found, and will enable him to readily identify 
any fish he may catch, and to know it by its correct scientific as well 
as its common name. 

S. E. Meek. 

Notes on Recent Fish Literature In connection with the 

elaborate investigation of the fishes and fisheries of the Hawaiian 
Islands, undertaken by the United States Fish Commission in 190 1 
and 1902, Messrs. Jordan and Evermann, who have the work in 
charge, have published accounts of part of the new species 
obtained. In this preliminary paper [Bull. U. S. Fish. Comm. for 
1902) 56 new species are described. These will be figured with all 
the known species in a final report. The Hawaiian Fauna is much 
less rich in the species than that of Samoa, and while the Genera are 
all distinctly tropical, the species are very largely different from those 
found in Polynesia and Micronesia. This isolation of the Hawaiian 
Fauna is in part explained by the direction of the ocean currents, 
which set to the eastward in Samoa and Tahiti, but to the westward 
about Hawaii. The new Genera in this paper are the following: 
Fowleria (Apogonidas), Bowersia (Lutianidae), Verriculus (Labridae) 
Quisquilius and Vitraria (Gobiidae), and Osurus (Pteropraridas). 

In the Annals and Magazine of Natural History (Vol. II, No. 63 ), 
Mr. C. Tate Ragan of the British Museum gives a review of the 
angler fishes of the family of Laphiidse. Three genera are recog- 
nized: Chirolophius (iiaresi), Lopheonius and Lophius. Lopheonius 
spelurus Garman, from off Panama, is referred to Chirolophius. The 
species described by the present writer from Japan as Lopheonius 
litulon, is as Ragan suggests, a true Lophius, having 27 vertebras, 



